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Upcoming 
Events 

 
10/31: 
Halloween 
 
11/2: 
High School 
Coffee House 
 
11/9 and 10: 
Dominion Stage:  
“A Beautiful 
Thing” 
 
11/15: 
NSPA Meeting 
and Faculty Qs 
&As for Parents; 
Display of 
Venezia:  La 
Serenissima 
 
11/5 and 11/6 
11/23 – 11/25: 
No School 
 
12/13: 
NSPA Meeting 
 
12/15: 
Rudolph Red-
Nose Run 

New School Parents’ Association 
www.newschoolpa.org 

The school year is well underway, 
and by now returning families are 
reminded of why NSNVA is such a 
good fit for them, and new families 
are coming to the same conclusion.  
 
As faculty and staff dedicate 
themselves to providing the best 
possible academic experience for 
our kids, the NSPA Board is hard at 
work identifying various enrichment 
activities and other opportunities we 
might offer to make life that much 
fuller.  We are extremely 
appreciative of the financial and 
program support that many of you 
have already provided, and we 

President’s Perspective 
By Lorie Nierenberg 

 

  

encourage widespread involvement 
in activities of choice throughout 
the year. 
  
In an effort to provide you with 
useful information in a timely 
fashion, we are hereby launching 
"NewsWorthy" as a quarterly 
publication, designed to 
complement the outreach efforts of 
the existing NSPA webpage. This 
is a work in progress -- we are still 
feeling our way in terms of format 
and content -- so please let us 
know what you would be most 
interested in reading about and/or 
sharing with the community.     
  
 
 
 

  

 

Rudolph Red-Nose Run:  December 15th 
 
 
Plans for the 21st annual 
Rudolph Red-Nose Run are well 
underway, thanks to the hard 
work of Race Chair Lisa Doyle 
and her capable crew.   
 
What’s the Rudolph Run?  Well, 
it is a 10K race that is fun!  The 
NSPA has hosted this most 
successful fundraiser for many 
years.  We raise most of our 
funds through entry fees paid by 
the runners!  Most of the runners 
come back year after year for 
the bonfire, hot chocolate and 
homemade cookies, and a Ted-
designed T-Shirt.   
 
 

Most Committee Chair positions 
have been filled, but there is still 
a need for someone to 
coordinate the water stations for 
this year.  We are also looking 
for parents who may be 
interested in helping with the 
race in the future to shadow this 
year’s chairs (Race Chair, Race 
Day Chair, Publicity, 
Sponsorship & Prizes, 
Registration, Refreshments, Fun 
Run, Fun Run, Baby Jogger, 
Bonfire).  Please contact Lisa 
at ldoyle6@cox.net. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NewsWorthy 

 
1. Mark Farmer 
2. Culver Fortna 
3. Ron Gruver 
4. Mary Meurisse 
5. Virginia Palmer-
Fuechsel 
6. Tanja Quinn 

Faculty Phenomena: Go Figure 
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a. Played point guard on high school basketball 
team 
b. Avid gardener 
c. Hitchhiked across the Sahara desert 
d. Has Finnish citizenship but has never been to 
Finland & doesn't speak Finnish 
e. Had a pair of ducks & a horseshoe crab as 
childhood family pets 
f. Bicycled 2,800 miles around Europe between 
high school & college  
  

Match the name of the faculty member with the activity in the second column.  
Check the next issue of NewsWorthy for the correct answers. 
 

Spotlight On Val Boone 
By Joan Bardee 
 

The first and most important thing that you need to know about Val is that she loves our 
kids. Here are a few other pieces of information you might like to know: 
 

- Loves most about her job:  “The kids” 
- Hates most about her job: “Some annoying humans”  
- Grew up in Fort Worth, Texas and moved to the DC area because her Dad was in 

the military 
- Joined the NSNV in 1995 
- Mom to 25 year old son Jamaal and Grandma to 7 year old Jailyn (“the daughter I 

never had.”) 
- Loves being around kids and doesn’t get enough of kids at work, so volunteers at her 

Church’s nursery! 
- Works long hours (Val is there ALL the time) because “I try and stay on top of 

things.” 
- Wishes for herself? “Grow old with my husband.” 
- Wishes for the students?  Val spoke at length about how she wishes all students 

everywhere – from preschool through college -- happiness, a positive attitude and to 
surround themselves with positive influences.   

- Favorite food:  shrimp 
- Favorite movies:  Kids’ movies!  Finding Nemo, Cars (saw 15 times) 
- Favorite TV:  Lifetime Channel 
- Favorite pastime:  talks for hours on the phone with her Mom and twin sister Valeen, 

and loves hanging out with her husband.  
- Nicest feature:  Has to be her smile and her enormous heart 

 
We love you Val!!  
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We have compiled a list of names and contact information for those parents who have 
expressed an interest in car pooling.  The list contains parent name, home address 
(city), phone number, and email address (where provided).  Copies of the list may be 
picked up from Val in the NSNVA Office for your use in organizing car pools.  Updated 
or additional information should be sent to lnierenb@aol.com. 
 

     Car Pool Information 

 

  

  

 
Looking for a family activity that gives back during the holiday season?   
Former NSNVA teacher Beth Porterfield will be hosting a volunteer event for students at 
the Seven Corners Barnes & Noble bookstore.  On Saturday, 11/24, and Saturday, 12/22, 
New School students will be wrapping presents for holiday shoppers to raise funds for 
hopehousedc.org, a nonprofit organization providing literacy training and family support 
services for kids in the DC area with an incarcerated father.   For more information please 
call Beth at 301/408-4499.  She would love to hear from you.   

Community Service Opportunity 

NSPA Committee Business 
The NSPA Board has formed the following working committees:  Business, Scholarships 
& Awards, Communications & Outreach, and Program.  Yet to be formally approved are 
Nominating and Futures committees.  If you are an NSPA member and would be 
interested in serving on a committee, please contact NSPA Vice President Sarah 
Flanagan at sarah@naicu.edu. 

Odyssey of the Mind 

Odyssey of the Mind (OM) is a new extracurricular activity under consideration at the 
New School. It is an international team competition in creativity, innovation, and problem 
solving for kids of all ages. The teams consist of 5-7 kids and a volunteer coach, and 
they meet for several months to work on problems ranging from building vehicles and 
technical things to quick and creative answers to verbal questions. At the competition on 
March 15th, they will do an 8-minute performance and solve a spontaneous problem. 
For more information on OM, visit www.odysseyofthemind.com.  If you have any 
questions or your child is interested in participating, please contact NSPA Elementary 
Rep and OM Coordinator Melissa Dana at meldana@yahoo.com (703/536-4493). 

Are You a Member of the NSPA???? 
With so much paperwork at Back to School time, you may not even be sure if you 
joined the NSPA or not.  If you are not certain and would like to double check, please 
email NSPA Treasurer Dave Inglefield at dinglefield@ftc.gov.  It is easy to join the 
NSPA, just send a note addressed to Dave c/o NSNVA, with a $25 check made out to 
"NSPA".  Please include your name, e-mail, phone number and your child's name. 



 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us know what you 
would be interested in 
reading about or 
sharing with the 
NSNVA and NSPA 
community!  Contact 
Newsworthy editor 
Joan Bardee at 
bardee1@cox.net with 
ideas for consideration.  
Deadline for next 
edition:  December 1.  

 

 

 

Speak Up! 
 

Thanks to all parents, guardians, faculty and staff who took the 
time to attend the Parent/Faculty Pot Luck on September 23.  
There was record attendance at this reinvented “al fresco” 
event, and all seemed to enjoy the opportunity to get together, 
meet new people, and share good food and conversation.  
Thanks especially to Nancy Vibert for all her work to make this 
a success.       
 

Key Names  

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.newschoolpa.org 

Lisa Doyle, 
Rudolph Run Chair 
(ldoyle6@cox.net)  
 
Patti Oehmke, 
NSPA Volunteer 
Coordinator  
(poehmke@seidesi
gnbuild.com)  
 
George Richard, 
NSPA Website 
Coordinator 
(george.richard@v
erizon.net) 
 
Joan Bardee, editor 
of NewsWorthy 
(bardee1@cox.net) 
 
 

A Note of Thanks 

Sign Up – It’s Easy and Free 
 Programs such as Schoolpop, Boxtops4education, Target and 
participating grocery stores, will contribute a certain % of what 
you spend to your favorite school... And we hope that’s The New 
School of Northern Virginia! 
 
These funds will be used to support the students in many ways, both 
extracurricular and in school projects.  An email with specifics about 
each program will be sent out to the parents soon. When you 
receive the email, please take the few extra minutes to log into the 
web sites and register.  In the meantime, start clipping those 
boxtops! 
 
 Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Water Stations Committee Chair for Rudolph Run  
NSPA Board positions:  Senior Rep; Junior Rep; Freshman 
Co-Reps 
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Parents Council of Washington 

The NSPA Board has voted to join the Parents Council of 
Washington, a consortium of independent schools in the 
Washington, D.C. metro area.  The Council seeks to increase 
close communication among parents, students and schools and 
provides a forum for information exchanges for parents and 
schools to guide their children and students.  The Council 
presents speakers on issues of vital interest to parents of  
member schools.  The next program will be on November 7th 
when Janet Bodnar of Kiplinger's Personal Finance will address 
children's and family finances.  The Lab School of Washington 
will host the program. 


